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Welcome to Bristol Free School.
Welcome from the Headteacher

I am delighted to be the headteacher of 

this vibrant and successful school which 

was established nine years ago to serve the 

community of North West Bristol. 

Our aim is to ensure that every child who 

comes here receives the highest quality 

educational experience and leaves us ready 

to thrive and succeed in the adult world. 

We understand that each child is unique 

and has his or her own set of talents and 

aspirations. For that reason we offer not only 

high academic standards, with the support 

and challenge each child needs, but a wide 

range of responsibilities and extra-curricular 

opportunities, to suit all aptitudes and tastes. 

This prospectus and our website will just 

give you a window into Bristol Free School.  

But if you are considering our school for your 

child’s secondary education, the best way to 

make that important decision is to visit us 

and see us in action.  We warmly encourage 

you to do so.

Details of our Open Days and events are on 

the website. 

I look forward to meeting you.

Susan King

Headteacher
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Our aim is to ensure that every 
child receives the highest quality 
educational experience.
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WHY CHOOSE US?

Bristol Free School is a friendly, 

well-disciplined and well-organised 

community, in which every child 

can thrive.  We have a reputation for 

exceptional academic achievement; 

excellent pastoral care; exciting 

musical and cultural opportunities 

and success in competitive sport.  

Bristol Free School is part of the Russell 

Education Trust (RET), which runs Good 

and Outstanding schools nationally. 

It provides our teachers with a wide 

range of collaborative activities and 

training opportunities which benefit 

our students.
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AN AMBITIOUS CURRICULUM
We offer an ambitious, inspiring curriculum, 

which is delivered by experts and draws 

on best practice from schools nationally. 

We support all students to achieve their 

potential, both academically and as creative, 

caring and responsible future adults. Our 

curriculum is broad and balanced and 

meets the needs of all students, developing 

them intellectually, socially, culturally, 

spiritually and morally. 

The vast majority of students follow an 

EBACC curriculum (English, maths, science, 

history, geography and modern foreign 

language) in addition to PE, religion and 

philosophy (RP), design technology (DT), 

art, music, drama and Personal, Social, 

Health and Citizenship Education (PSHCE).  

We also provide opportunitiesfor those with 

other particular talents, aptitudes or needs.
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Learning, from Year 7 onwards, develops the skills 

and embeds the knowledge required for success at 

GCSE and A Level. There is a particular emphasis on 

the subject expertise of our teachers at Trust and 

School level.  This results in a high percentage of 

students achieving top grades at GCSE and attaining 

the prestigious English Baccalaureate (EBACC) set 

of qualifications. Students are encouraged to share 

responsibility for their own learning and take pride 

in their work. They are challenged in their lessons, 

with work appropriate to the full range of ability 

levels.  Good literacy and numeracy is taught in all 

lessons to support academic progress and success 

in every aspect of adult life. Tutors play a central role 

in their Tutor group’s academic success, through 

daily contact with their students and monitoring of 

punctuality, attendance and progress.

TEACHING & LEARNING



OPPORTUNITIES IN  
MUSIC & DRAMA

Bristol Free School has a rich 
musical and cultural life – 
both for students and staff.  
Choirs, ensemble groups, 
our well-known Jazz Band 
and the school’s music tours 
provide a wide range of 
opportunities for students. 
Similarly, large numbers 
of students are involved 
in drama productions 
as actors, singers, band 
members and artists or as 
part of the back stage and 
production team.
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Battlefields Trip
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We promote competitive sport in teams, as well as a high level of games 
participation for all. Students are involved in inter-school fixtures in sports such 
as netball, football, rugby, cricket, athletics and rounders.  We also run an elite 
athlete programme to provide academic and pastoral support for a number of 
our students who are embarking on potentially successful sporting careers.

We run the Sports Leaders Programme in KS4 which is an externally approved 
qualification providing students with the knowledge and experience who are 
embarking on potential careers in sport and fitness. 

Aside from sport, music and drama, we have a comprehensive extra-curricular 
programme and expect every student to be involved in some way.  Participation 
at these sessions is high. Bristol Free School has the highest Duke of Edinburgh 
participation rate in the South West from among maintained schools; we welcome 
suggestions from our students and parents for additional clubs and activities.

BFS promises to provide a rich variety of enrichment and extra-curricular 
opportunities that go beyond the classroom. We encourage all students to take 
advantage of this so they grow and develop a wide range of experience and skills.

Clubs include – dance, board games, textiles, food, debating and public speaking, 
computing programming, book group, wellbeing ambassadors, science. We also 
have a full programme of study support and subject enrichment after school. 

OPPORTUNITIES IN SPORTS & OTHER ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES
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WORKING TOGETHER AS A COMMUNITY
The success of BFS is founded on its strong 

partnerships with parents and with the broader 

community.

We benefit from strong parent support for our 

expectations and this is demonstrated through 

excellent uniform, punctuality and behaviour. BFS 

benefits from strong links with the community, 

local businesses and employers which enhance the 

educational experience for our students.

We work to keep parents and carers well-informed 

and involved in their child’s academic progress and 

personal development and we rely upon their support 

for our high standards.

We work closely with our local primary schools and 

are part of a thriving North West Bristol partnership 

of schools as well as universities nationally. 



14



15

SIXTH FORM

Sixth Formers at Bristol 
Free School enjoy 
purpose-built facilities 
and the opportunity 
to study a full range of 
Level 3 courses.  They 
also enjoy a wide-
ranging enrichment, 
careers and higher 
education programme.  
Sixth Formers are an 
integral part of the 
school, supporting 
younger students and 
participating in the 
leadership, development 
and organisation of the 
school.



Bristol Free School
Concorde Drive, Bristol  BS10 6NJ

Tel: 0117 959 7200
Email: admin@bristolfreeschool.org.uk

www.bristolfreeschool.org.uk

The Russell Education Trust (RET) is 
made up of five high-performing 11-
18 secondary schools in the south 
of England. Member schools work 
together and with RET expert advisers 

to deliver the very highest standards of teaching and learning; and to 
support the achievement and happiness of every student across the 
Trust. The success of the Trust’s schools has been recognised by Ofsted, 
the Department for Education, and by the communities they serve.

The headteacher’s inspired 
leadership has quickly established 
a vibrant, orderly community 
which enables students to 
thrive. He ensures that a family 
atmosphere is fostered across the 
school in which all students feel 
cared for, and valued.

Ofsted 2014 

The school has many strengths. 
Leaders have established an open 
culture at the school where there 
is a clear sense of teamwork and 
community across staff and pupils 
alike. Everyone takes pride in 
the school. It is a welcoming and 
vibrant place. 

Ofsted 2018 

The RET family of schools includes:
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The religious ethos in the school 
provides a strong base for the 
support of pupils’ personal 
development and welfare. Pupils 
speak with pride about their 
school and relationships in the 
school.

Ofsted 2018

Pupils from a range of 
backgrounds thrive in this highly 
successful and inclusive school. 
Leaders are dedicated, determined 
and ambitious. Their actions 
ensure a very strong sense of 
community, where individuals 
really matter. A clearly understood 
set of values underpins the work 
of the school.

Ofsted 2018
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